A pattern of craniofacial and limb defects secondary to aberrant tissue bands.
Seven infants have been studied who have a similar pattern of severe craniofacial and limb anomalies associated with aberrant tissue bands. The craniofacial anomalies consist of unusual encephaloceles, facial clefts, and cranial plus midfacial distortion; the limb anomalies consist of constrictions, amputations, and pseudosyndactyly. These defects are interpreted as being secondary to the early distorting and disruptive effects of aberrant tissue bands, the etiology for which is undetermined. Survival beyond the neonatal period has occurred in four of the five liveborn patients, indicating that early death should not necessarily be anticipated. Recurrence risk is apparently negligible.